THE HISTORY OF THEAFM

Part 1: The Early Years 1954-1959

Editor's nole: Through an
untsual 8¢l of circumstances !
became the coretoker of 0 bunch
of AFM moteriol dating bock o
1989. | had the briltiant (dea of
using the stuff o make an article
Jor the Lap Times about the
history of the clud, but I am
beginning to feel like Dr.
Fronkenstein must have when he
created hia monster. The clubd's
history (s long and varied. and
the orticte hog urmmed into o
project o/ overwhelming
proportions.

Anyway, I'm going ehead with
(tond hereis the first of a series.
Iy I'm lucky it Wilt be fin(shed this
year. A special ¢thanks to Richard
Renstrom who donoted gome of
the moteriol from tAis era,

The American Fedcration of
Motorcyclists. was orga nized and
incorporated on November 27th
in 1956, although the club's
origins @0 back two years carlier,
to 1954. 1n that year a club with
the unweildy name of American
Aszoaation of Grand Prix Riders
was formed in Southern
California.

The AAGPR was organized to
bring Exuopeanstyle roadracing
to thc West Coast. The AMA tind a
few roadraceg in 1bose days. such
as Daylona (on the bcach),
Laconid i1through the streets)
and Dodge City tat an airport).
but their rules did not allow
ovethedd cam nXchinery or
streamlining, and there was no
interest in the smalier classes.
The AAGPR provided owners of
such machines as Manx Nortons,
Motchless G45's, AJS 7R's or
any small machines a place to
compete,

The main osganizer of the
AAGPR appears to have been
Alan Tompkins, Soon aftcr the
beginning of the club Tom pkins
began talking to the FIM,
motorcycling’s international
organization, about becoming ihe
U.S. representative. The AMA,
who s the U.S. representative to
the F'IM now, wasn't interested
bdck in the 0's. The FIM
required that any represcnlative
had to include all facets of
molorcyle activity and not jusl
one aspecti. such a8 rondracing,
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Soin November. 1856 the AAGPR ¢

was disbanded and reformed
under the name American
Federallon of Molorcyclists, with
Tompkins as the first Chairman
of the Board.

Tompkins must have had big
plansforthe AFM. [na 1959 letter
he talks about the renaming of
theclub and says. "“The AFM title
was choosen in preference to the
U.S. Mtoecycle Association, due
tomy (celing that the name could
fcasably include all of the
Americas and not just the United
States alone.'

Not much is known about the
years 1957 and 1958, but ihey
,seem to have been years of rapid
growlth. By May of 1959 the AFM
included chapters in the Tampa
Bay and Miami areas in Florida,
New York City, Chicogo and
Biloxi, Mississippi, as well as
four chapters in Southern
California ¢(The Bay Motor Club
of Manhattan Beach, Ssn Fer-
nando Valley, San Gabriel Vallcy
and Ssnt Diego). Raddraces were
being held at Willow Springs near
L.A.., Hourglass Field in San
Dicgo and at sewveral Flosida
tracks, including Galnsville and
Sedeing. The Chicago Chapter
was running flat track events
(yes, Mat track!) at O’Hare
Spcedway and was roadracing at
Madowdale Raceway,

The AFM was sUll talking to
the FIM and in 198 made a
formal proposal to become the
U.S. represcntative. The ap-
plication was ‘‘most sym.
pathetically considered’’ but
“*there was slill some dout® as to
whethier your club, active as it is.
can at gresent be truly regarded
as rcpresentative of your greal
country.” A letter from Major
Goode, then Scecretary-General of
the FiM, states the condition for
membership to be, ‘“‘evidence
that your ciub has an aclive
membership amongst motor
cyling clubs in at Icast 1S states in
the US A"

The machines raced in thox
days were qQuite different than
now, The Japancse makes werv
just beginning to make an ap

.pearance, with some Yamahas in

the lightweight classcs, bul
Exropean brands dominated. The
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smaller classes were an
Italiophile’s delight. with Ducalis
and Parillas most common atong
with an occasional Rumi or M.V.
ARusta. Other small bikes in-
cluded Yamaha, Puch. NSU and
Triumph Terricer.

The S00 class was ail English —
Manx Nortons, Triumph twins,
Matchless and BSA Gold Stacs.
The 500 class was the *"glamor’’
class of theclub ln those days and
fecatured some close battles
between Buddy Parsiott and Don
Vesco, names that should be
lamiliar to most AFMers even
loduy. A qOote from a Jan, °59
rewsletter desctibes a Dec. 7th,
1958 -uce at Willow Springs,
‘2 .udy Parriott, consistenily
wne of our f[astest riders, cul
another noich for himself by
winning the Senior Heat and
Main. in each case [ighting off a
determined assaull by Don
Vesco. Both rode S00cc Trium.
phs. Buddy would go by with his
nose buried in the gas tank, while
\'esco would cruise past sitting
up like he was out for 3 Sunday
afternoon ride. Wonder how fast
he'd go if he really tried?' Who
could have guessed in 1993 that 17
vears laler the answer would be
over 300 mph?

The end of the 1350's also
marked the resignation of Alan
Tompkins as Chairman of the
Board. He left in October of 1989
to take a job with Riverside
Raccway, and his place as
chairman was taken by Wes
Cooley. who was elected by.
unanimous vote of the Board of
Directocs.

Next: The Cooley Era — 1960 to
1969, 0O



The eatly "60s was a furbu-
lent time for the AFM. Saill very
young, the club was changing as
chapters appeared and  dis-
appeared. Also  the political
climate wiili regard to the FIM
and other organizations in the
LS. was unstable.

Through all this Mux and Now
the club was guided largely by
the effons of one man, Wes
Cooley (Wes Cooley, Sr. that is,
not (o be confused with the
cuerent young AFM star, Wes
Cooley, Jr.), Cooley became the
Chairman of AFM, Inc. in late
1959 and held that position
until the end of the 1964 sexson.
During this time the AFM was
also known as “the Wes Cooley
Club,™ as Cooley was the Chaie
man and had ssumed ihe duties
of secretary and  Ireasurer as
well, In Southern California the
AFM was Wes Cooley, Cooley's
dominating style made a lot of
people unhappy and eventually
led to a show-down, but it seems
clear that the AFM probably
would not have survived without
Tikm,

Jn the "60s the scope of the
club narcowed a bit, In 1960 the
Florida Chapters lefi the AFM,
probably 10 join 2 new group
called the United States Motor-
cycle Club, The USMC was
based in Florida and was backed
by some of the same people who
had started MASCAR. Also the
Chicago, New York City ahd
Biloxi, Mis. Chapiers dropped
out. In ihelr place came the San
Frantisco Chapter, chariered in
1960, The S.F. Chapler was also
known as the Mill Valley Chap-
ter or ihe Point Reyes Cale
Racer's Society - obviously
refugees from the Sunday Morn-
ing Ride.

The next year a chapter in 5t.
Lowis, Mo. was added, and 2
charter was granted to a group in
Portland, Ore. The Portland ¢lub
never got it together as far as is
known, but the 51, Louis chap-
ter was very active and would
become one of the more stable
AFM Chapters. They were a bit
of an oddity for the AFM, as
they didn't roadrace ai alll The
chapter's specialities were road
rallies and observed trials.

In early 1963 the Sacramento
area  members of the <club
formed their own group and
became o full fedged chaptér,
Later that wear the 5.F. Chapter
had thelr charter -pulled; then,
after a special electinn, it was
re-tssusil, The reasons for this
move are not clear from the
avallable notes, but it looks like
g personaliy olash  beiween
Mattonal (Le., Cooley) and Peie
Adams, then the 5.F, President.
Itn any case, after the special
election Adams wias gone and
e chaner re-dssued.

On ' jhe Meacing side of things
thie club was very setive in Cali
{oanin Juering these veors. Racing
events were held a1 an amasing
pumber of locatiens. During the
[200-1962  time  span Willaw

THE HISTORYOF THEAFM

Part 2: The Cooley. Era, 1960-1964

Springs was appacenily inactive
Bui races wore held at Jhese
iracks: Sanmta  Maria  Alrport,
Wacaville, Santa Barbara Alrport,
Pomona, Hanford, Riverside,
Srockton Alrpori, Cotati, Oak-
land, Port of Stockion, San Luis
Obispo and Stead AFB in Beno.
All these events were combaned
car-bike races,. a common prac-
tice ot that time. The cvele
activliy was usually limited 10 o
short practice and heat races on
Saturdoy and anothor practice
amdd one of teo Malns on Sun-
day., This may nol seem like
much racing compared to today,
but remember that the felds
were amall, maybe 10-50 bikes,
and only 5 or 6 Grand Prix
classes were supported, usually
[25¢ce, 1T5cc, 250ce, 500ce and
Open, The bike races gave the
spectators something to walch
while the car guys touk a break,
and the bikers hod a place 1o
race without having to womy
about getling together a course
worker organization. It worked
oul quite nicely, For a while.

Frequent winmers in those
days were Buddy Parriotr, Don
Vesco and John MeLaughlin
(Steve’s Tather), with names like
Ron Grant and Tony Murphy
appearing in '62. The big class
was still dominated by British
iron, with G530 Maichless and
Manx Mortons fighting it out. In
the smaller classes most bikes
were of ltalian origin, but the
Japanese makes were making in-
roads, In 1961 Don Vesco
appeared with a Honda RC161,
a four cylinder, twin cam, 16
valve 250cc which was toially
dominant in that class, and in
the combined races gave the 500
¢lass bikes a hard time as well,
The next year Vesco moved up
to the 500 class with a G50 but
kept on winning his share of
Faces.

The introduction of the
Honda 305cc Super Hawk gave
ihe 350cc class a real shot in the
arm, Previously the ¢lass was the
domain of the hard 1o get AJS
TR, and the class was under-
subscribed. By 1963 the Hondas,
fitted with 350ce kits, were
filling the fields in that class.

On  the “political™  front
things were a bit confusing. The
USMC was named by the FIM a3
the W5, representative and the

AFM became affilizted with the

USMC in late 1961, USMC put
on scane LS, Growd Polx™ at
Dayiona which drew some top
European riders like Mike Hail-
wood, but the spectatons stayved
awny  in droves and  USMC
folded im 1963, A pew rgroup
called MICUS {Motorevele Inter-
national Commitige of the 115,
| think} was going 1o take the
place of the USMC. By this time
the AMA was alwo getling inter-
eaped, and (e 1964 3 mew group
o the Bast Cowst called Associa-
tion ol American Motoreyele
Road Hacers (AAMRRY was
forming. I bn't clear just wha
happened with MICUS and ihe

FIM, but through the whole
confusion the AFM just kept
doing itz thing. N

[n 19463 the relations with the
sporly car iypes began Lo sour.
Both car and bike racing were
growing and the car guys wanted
the time the bikes wsed, The
bikers, in turn, wanied more
time for their bigger felds, The
newly formed Sacramento Chap-
ter began running all-bike races
in 1903 at Vacaville] and Willow
Springs became available Tor all-
bike evenis again, By 1964 the
AFM was mostly on (5 own
roces with cars were still held
oceasionally bun for demonstra-
tion only. The 1964 season
schiedule was set up with eight
Mational  Points . evenis, 4 in
Mopih California at Vacaville and
Cotati, and 4 in the South at
Willow Springs. The 5.F. Chap-
ter began a new [rénd by run-
ning the first AFM Production
race, a 100 miler at Cotati on
July 4ih, 1964, The rules re-
quired the bikes 1o be very stock
and the event was quile a su-
ceess,  Production  races  have
been part of the AFM ever since.

In 1964 things locked good
on the surface; the club was
growing and hod shed its depen-
dence on car clubs, However, the
internal organization of the club
was ol in very good shape.

The Board of Directors of

AFM, led by Cooley, was run-’

ning the races in South Califor-
nia as well as irying 1o run the
Mational  organization. The
Southern California  chapters
seemed 1o have been reduced to
purely social groups, and there is
very little mention of them n
the notes. With Cooley acting as
Chairman, Treasurer, and Secre-
tary as well as organizing racing
activity, things weren't always
done on lime, il they goi done
at all. Al during the period
covered by this article there
were  complainis  about shorl
notice of race dates, the lack of
a published schedule, Inability to
get copies of the rules, mail not
being answered, the lack of any
financial repons, and 50 on, The
Morthern chapters were unhappy
because they were pot repre-
sented on the Mational Board,
which was appointed by Cooley.
Even some of the board mem-

bers were displeased and at one
paint tried fo get Cooley o
hand tle secretarial duties over
to  someons  else, with mno
SUCCESS.

The simmering unrest broke
out in the open in 194 when
the 5.F. Chapter proposed ihat
the Mational Board be  re-
organized 30 the members would
be elected representatives of the
chapters. This plan was rejected
by Cooley on the grounds ihat

people who are willing 10 be
elecred are not pecessanly” will-
ing Lo do any work, an argumient
that didn’t go over very well,

Fed up at last, Conley quit in
late 1964, and AFM National
prompily vanished. [ was very
nearly ithie end of the club as the
AFM, but there were some
peeple who were willing 1o step
intoe the vold left by Cooley’s
abrupt departure, as we shall see.

Mext: The Years of Rebuild-
ing, 19651969,



THE HISTORYOF THEAFM
Part 3: The Rebuilding Years, 1965-1969

1965 was a pivotal year in the
AFM's history. The collapse of
the AFM Mational organization
in late 1964 left the club badly
disorganized, and it could have
been the end.

Foriunately a group from the
San Francisco Chapter, led by
Dee Davis, Brent Stockwell and
Harry Webster, picked up the
ball that Wes Cooley, Sz had
dropped. By February of 1965
the club’ had been re-incorpor-
ated with the state, a new set of
Articles and By-laws had been
adopted and the group was
working on the race schedule for
the year. The AFM staried 1965
with the 5.F, Chapier, the small
Sacramento Chapter and  the
trials-oriented 51, Louwls, Mis-
sourl Chapter,

The new organization must
have been successiul, By July of
"85 two new chapters had been
added, 3 Santa Barbara Chapter
and the Bay Cities Motor Club,
The BCMC was based in the San
Francisco area, bul was a scram-
bles club, not a roadrace group,
so they kepl separate from the
&.F. Chapter. Later in 1965 the
Loz Angeles Chapter reformed
and rejoined the club with Gens
Wise as president. Wise, inciden-
tally, was one of the original
members and helped found the
club back in the mid-filties, and
15 rumaored to have been the first
to readrace Yamahas in the LS.

That year the club ran road
races mainly al Cotati and
Vacaville, but there was one race
each at Hanford and  Santa
Barbara, The Santa Barbara race
was one of the last races held in
conjunction with the sports car
group, and was sadly the last
AFM race at Santa Barbara, as
attempts to hold  bike-only
events at the track never worked
out.

The AFM was gof only a road
race group dering this period,
The alforementioned 5t. Louis
Chapier held several observed
trizls, the BCMC promoted a few
scrambles 4t Champion Speed-
way in San Francisco, on MNowv,
28th the club ran an enduro and

on Jan. 1, 1966 there was an
AFM motocross!

In 1966 the National organi-
fation moved from San Francis-
co to Santa Barbara as a sidecar
racing Englishman, named Heg
Pridmore became the Mational
Chairman. Things had setiled
down compared o the hectic
time a year before. The LA,
Chapter began running roadraces
al Orangs County Haceway ona
nearly monthly basis, with Jim
Manning providing the organiza-
tional lead, In north Califomia
Cotati and Vacaville were used,
also on a nearly monthly basis,
although Cotatl seemed to be
mare popular, The track was at
an ofd airport and  seweral
different courses could be con-
structed by combining different
runways and faxiways into a
circuit,

This was (he basic pattern lor
the club in the years 19661969,
with  roadraces at  Orange
County, Cotatl and occasionally
Vacaville. From time 1o time
there were some interesting
variations to this pattern, how-
Ever,

The BCMC reported trouble
finding new members, as the
AMA was putting pressure on
scrambles riders not to join
“outlaw™  groups, The BCMC
dropped out after 1966, at least
in part dug o this pressure, At
this time it was first suggested
that the AFM should concen-
trate on roadracing, since “the
AMA doesn't care about road-
racing.”

In 1967 a Las Vegas Chapter
was added and a roadrace was
run af  the small  Stardust
Raceway. The L.V. Chapter
seemed to diszppear quickly, as
the only other race sun ot
Stardust was omganized by the
5. F. Chapter.

The LA, Chapter also ran a
few races at Carlsbad Kaceway
during this period. They ined
iving in with 2 molocrods group
1o fun molecros i the moming
and roadraces in the afternoon
at Carlshad, but this setup didn't
last. The late Cal Raybarn ran in

these Carlsbad  ewvents, using
them for development of the
350cc Harey Sprint roadracers.

Besides Rayborn, other fam-
Hiar names racing with the AFM
included Ron Grant, Tony
Murphy and Don Yesco, Young-
sters Art Baumann and Stewe
McLaughlin were beginning to
appear more often near the top
of the results sheets, In 1967
Beg Pridmose iried his hand at
solo bike racing with a Honda
5050 in the 100cc G.P. class, In
'8 Hurley Wilvert was winning
350cc Production evenis on a
Bridgestone while Ron Pierce
and Don Emde were racing
against each oiher In the 250ce
G.P. class.

Im 19%%% a new San Diego
chapter joined the AFM as the
racing at  Carlsbad  increased
interest in that town, The 5.0,
Chapter added something new to
the AFM's repertoire — a speed
trials, organized by the chapter
in April of 6% a1t Laguna Salads
in Baja, Mexico. The Clerk of
the Course was nong other than
Don Vesco, Don set a speed of
14705 mph on a 350cc
Yamaha, and apparently caughi
the speed bug in a big way. He
has been a Bonneville regular
ever since, and cumenily holds
the absolute motorcycle speed
record at over 300 mph.

The machines of the period
showed that the European bikes
were on the way oul. By the end
of the 605 only the Open G.P.
class was still 3 Brinish strong-
hold.  Elswhere the winners
were more and more often riding
Japanese machinery. In  the
lighweight  classes  there was
some fairly exotic stuflf. Double
overhead cam, four wvalve per
cylinder Honda iwins  were
available, and many races were
won by the CRI10 {50cc) or the
CRA3 (125cc) Hondas, Haruo
koshino had an ex-works Sweoki
50ce bike, with 9 speeds and a
op end of 105 mph, The
Yamaha T sgries racers were in
production and Kawasaki came
out with its A-1K for the 250ce
class, Hopped up 305 Hondas

were scoring well in the 350cc
class, and Suvrukis and 450
Hondas were beginning (o push
the British bikes out of the 500
GP class as well, The Manx"s and
G-50% were nearly gone and
would scon disappear, only 1o
be seen at shows and vintage
[aCes.

Another important trend dur-
ing this period was the increasing
popularity of Production road-
racing. Introduced in the early
sixties by ihe 5an Francisco
group, Production was consid-
ered  “suppori™ to the GF.
classes, where the “real™ racing
took place. By the end of the
60% there were Prod races at
cevery race, and the 230 miler at
Cotati, for Prod bikes only, was
somewhat of a classic,

So that's how the 60's ended.
Starting with next to nothing in
1965 the club was comparatively
healihy and active by the end of

1969, There were chapiers in
San Francisco, Los  Angeles,
Sacramento, San Diego and Si.
Louis, But the real measure of
the club’ success was the
abundance of talent it had, The
top ten riders for 1969 looked
like this:

. Don Emde

Hurley Wilvert

. Bon Grant

. Rudy Galindo

. Ron Pierce

. Don Vesco

. Ralph LeClercyg

. Art Baumann

. Stan Smith

L Jack Simmons,

(M these ten, six weni on (o
become AMA Expert ranked
roadracers, and five of them
rode on factory racing feams
during iheir careers. A seventh,
Wesco, wenl on 1o become the
fastest man on two wheels. Not
ton shabby for a small racing

club, O

Mext: Into the Seventies, 1970
Present.
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THEHISTORY OF THEAFM

Part 4 - Into The Seventies: 1970-1972

Editor's Note: This iz the
fourth article of a series that was
started lost vear, The firat three
parts were prinfed (n the March,
July and October issues in [577,
Maony of the current members of
the AFM were not members last
year and probably haven't seen
the first three paris. The com-
nlele fextaf parts 1.2 ard 3 can be
obfgined by sending o stamped,
self-addressed envelope fo the
Lop Times® PO, Box. In the
weantime here's a summary of
parls -3,

1 — THE EARLY YEAHRS: 1954
an

The A F.M. was erganized and
incarporgied on November 7ih.
1956, altheugh the clubs origins
o bock fwa years ta 1954, In that
voar g elub named the American
Assaciation of Grand Prix Riders
was formed in  Seuthern
Califernig. The AAGPR was
orpanized o promoie European-
atvle roadracing in the LS. In
those days the AMA had only o
fewt roadraces and their ruled
differed eongiderably from the
Furapean rules,

Twa wears [ater the AAGPR
was expanded and renamed the
American Federation of
Ardarcylisis. The argenizers had
docided to include other forms af
molarcycle compelition and the
ofld name would nol do.

Roadracing wasg sl the primary
activity. howoser.

Im 1359 ihe AFM had chopiers
in Florida, New York. Chicage
and Missizsippl. as well o5 four
chapters in 5. Califarnia. The
Chicaps group held roadraces
arnd flatdrack evenls, while rke
California groups roadraced at
Willow Springs and the Floarida
chapters ran events at places like
Sebring and Gainesville,

= THE COOLEY ERA: 1560-64

Al the end of 1558 Wes Coolew,
Sr. (father of the current AFM
gfar) hecame chairman of AFM
Naotional. Chaplers bept coming
ard poing, with the Florida, New
York and Chicago chaplers
leaving the club while San
Francisco and 5¢. Louis chaplers
were added, The 56 Louis
chopter was a bit of an oddiby,
They held road rallies and ob-
served trials bul did nod roadrace
at agll, I'm 81 a Sacraménlo
chapier jolned the club.

Races were uswally held (n
confunctlon with auto races, with
the bike event being one race on
the otherwise all-car schedule.
Races were held af an amazing
number of places, [neluding
Santa  Marin, Willow Springs,
Vacawville, Sanfa Harbara,
Poamana, MHenford, Cotati,
akland, Stochkfon. San Luis

Obispa and Reno, .."-u'rvn:!n.
Membership was small eom-
pared to todaw,  with starting
fields of 30-30 bilkkes in the com-
biried races. Only 5 ar 6 Gran Prix
classes were supporfed, usually
125, [75, 250, 500 and Open
displacements.

By 1964, the AFM had-begun fo
hold races apard from the cars.
The 5. F. Chapter began o new
trend by running the first AFM
Production race, a 100-miéler, at
Catali.

Things looked good on the
surface, bul the organizetion was
bad, Wes Cooley was renning
things almoest single-hendedly af
AFM, National. Belween acling
ag Chairman, Treasurer and
Secretary of National and
organizing racing in  Soiuthern
Califerniz, there wes 5o much to
do thai things weren't alweys
done on time, if af all. Mail went
unanswered, rule books were
nor-existent ar hard [o gel, there
was ne published schedule,
events were added or eancelled
with short notice, there were no
financial reports, and s0 on.

Al the end of the 1984 season
Coaley. apparently fed up with
the objections, quif and AFM
MNatloamal pramptiy vanished. The
club nearly vanished as well

Il — THE REBUILDING
YEARS: 156589

A group of riders from the 5.F.
Chapter stepped in to pichk up the
ball that Caofey hed dropped. By
Fobruary of 1965 the club had
been re-incorparated with a new
set of By Laws and Articles that
praovided for elected officers. The
club began the year with chap-
torg im 5.F., Sacramentn and SL
Louwis. By July a Santa Barbara
chapter was added, as well as a
scrambles-oriented chapter [n
San Francisco. Later in 1985 the
Los Angeles chapler wos
rirformed.

By 1968 o pottern had been
established. During the racing
geason races were held almost
manthly ot Orange County
Recewayin 5. Californiz and just
as frequently at Catali ar
Vacaville in M. Californda. There
were occasiondl races at other
locations, including Stardust in
Las Veges and Carlsbod near San
Diego.

Although roodracing wes the
main thing, the AFM waez not
exclusivwely pavement-orienlied.
The 5t Louls chapter keld trials,
and between 1965 and 1969, the
AFM spomsared scrambles,
endurog, speed Iriols and a
molocross in Eu]ifﬂrnin. Iri
roadracing the GF classes were
still supporied and production
racing was steadily gaining
papelarity,

The organization was Gl a
weak point, with a [of of
animosily hetween the Northern
and Southern groups. Bul racing
was held regulariy and the club
was full of tolented riders. The
fop ten ridere ln 15960 (acluded
Don Emde, Murley Wilvert, Ron
Grant, Ron Plerce, Don Veseo
and Art Bauman.

At the conclusion of the
1969 season, the AFM nearly
folded. The two chaplers were
separated both  geographically
and ideologically. Communica-
tions between north and south
officers was minimal, and the 51
Lowis Chapter existed in name
only. Most of the racing took
place at Orange County Inter-
national Raceway for LA, Chap-
ter events, and Vacaville for 5.F.
members,  Cotati was  in
mear ruins, and Sears Point
afficials would nmot talk to AFM.
The track, so the  ownership
felt, was destined to become a
superdrome for AMA and sports
car events. Ditto for Riverside
and Cntario,

About the only boght spot
for 1970 was the formation of
the Morton Gang. Three rders,
Tack Simmons, Bill Manley, and
the late George Kerker rode
thelr Morton Commando 750s
with limited sponsorship from
Morton-Villiers  Distobutors at
all OCIR events, The trio put on
some vicious displays of road
racing and gave L.A. Chapter
president, Jim Manning, some-
thing to promote. The Norton
Gang dominated raging in the
Open Production and Open G.P.
events, rarely losing a race. Later
John McGillivary and his Johnny
of Bakersfield-BSA  triple, and
Rolan Pegan’s Triumph Trident
added more seasoning to the
slew.

Jim Manning preity  much
took charge of the affairs for the
1.A, Chapter, keeping the club
mectings a5 low-profile as posai-
ble. His philosophy was keep
racing once a month, and leave
politics at home. The less he had
b worry aboutl playing political
chess with members and track
owners, the more time and
energy he would have to run
AFM races. He was the chapies
president ond  race director, a
commen policy in those days,

by Dain Gingerelli

Manning's singled-handedness
to do things, and general
membership apathy, meant slow
growth for the AFM. One bright
spot throughout this time was
Manning's  ability 1o group
together  sponsorship = a8
limited as it was at the time —
into providing free advertising or
small support monecy for race
events, Such  companies a8
Catprade, Castrol, Oil, and
MNorton-Villiess  annexed  their
names to LA, Chapter evenis.
Castrol Odl wwas  also  note-
worthy  for  sponsering  the
California Gram Prix, first held at
OCIR November of 1968,

Cyele Guide Magazine, under
Bob  Braverman’s  editorship,
helped  the southerm  chaptier
promofe a two-day event {called
the Cycle Guide GFP) in
September 1971, Forly percent
of the gate was paid fo various
classes. The main event was won
by Hurley Wilvert, on a 350
Yamazha, Howard Lynggard, a
top West Coast novice that vear,
was third, also on & Yamaha,
with former Daytona winper,
Balph White, riding a new
Eawasaki H2-T30 to third just
ahead of Reggie Prdmore on his
Morton 750, White's ride on the
Kawasaki  was  the  hike’s
inavgural race. He won the Open
Froduction event carlier in the
day.

While Manning wx  busy
promoting the sport of road
racing, gathering potential spon-
sors and- pumping the Noston
Gang, quite discreetly the Lap
Times was formed, Initally, it
was 1o be the official newsleiter
for the Los Angeles Chapler,
The first edition appeared April
3, 1970, I was the editor the
first  wear of  publication,
working with the appreciable
budget of 3530 per month,
Manning wanted one issue every
thirty days, to appear the week
before  each  chapter meeting,

continued on p.5
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The obpet was o inform
members — both north  and
south — of chapler meetings and
slimulate  interest  for  race
events, As with today’s Lap
Timres, members were entitled to
a  free  classified ad, and
encouraged 1o contribute létters,
announcements of sponsors, ete.

Few did,
At the conclusion of ithe
Califormia  Grand  Prix  in

Movember 1970, Manning ap-
proached me and said he was
resigning a5 LA, Chaprer
president, and would assume
responsibilities a5 amateur race
coordinator  for the AMA. He
wias o leave for Dio by the first
parl of Decembser.

Since he was calling all the
shots for the southern chapter at
the time, he asked il 1 would
wiani to be president. Although |
wias  hesitant at the time, he
assured me that [ would have
very little problem gathering the
voles for the office. Which made
sense, 35 very few people wanted
1o help out [alihough there were
several small groups, such as the
comer marshals and tech crews
at the time that did mose than

their share of the load).
The next month and a half

was a true leaming experience.
Jim had revealed the financial
books to me, and things didn't
look too promising. He told me
the track owners at OCIR would
not allow ihe AFM (o race there
unless  someone  perzonally
signed lor all debts incurmred race
day. Secondly, the msurance
program appeared a bit shaky,
mowe than | wanted to rsk my
life and foriune (1) on. Finally,
the checking account showed a
credit balance of 90 dollars and
soanie change, The can of worms
was geliing messier cach minute,
It also cinched the presidency
for me, although 1 really didn't
want it. But nobody else would
want to touch this jipsaw puzele,
and 1o be frank, neither did 1.

During the winter of *71-72,
certain things were rangpiring
within  the AFM. Fimst, Bill
Cleghorn was preparing himselfl
o step down from  Mational
Chairman {or whatever tille was
given him at the time) of the
AFM. Prior to his  official
departure, he lad met with Fuss
March of the AMA, and paved
the way for the AFM 1o become
an affiliate club of the AMA, It
wis o be a partnership/business
package to help both orpanies-
tions. The AMA would benefit
by incorporating one of the
largest road racing clubs in the
country, in the hopes of
establishing 3 means by which
mew poad race stars could learn,
withoul creating conpestion on
the AMA National tracks. Road
racing, the AMA felt, was on the
rise, They wanled a grassrools
club for their minor league.

On the other hand, the AFM

sought the AMA’ help in the

insurance department. The AMA

-

provided a rather handsome
insurance  deal  for  track
coverage. And too, AMA riders
had many hospital benefits AFM

could not provide, The deal”

looked good on both ends.

Jim Manning wa oul from
Ohio on  business, and intro-
duced me 1o Bill Cleghom at the
Long Beach M.LC. show that

Janvary, Abso in attendance was

Cavin Trippe, from Trippe-Cox
Fromotions. Jim made all the
introductions, said | was the new
LA, Chapier president, then
took off. Bill and Gavin looked
al me, must have thought | was
some wel-behind-1he-gars college
kid {which 1 was) then went
about  their business, Toppe-
Cox, it was decided that evening,
would promote off AFM races
for 1972, At last | was beginning
to see the light on the other side
of the tunnel. First, the
insurance  matler was  settled
with the AMAJAFM tie up. And
second, since Trippe-Cox would
promote the racing, they, not
me, would sign the botiom line
of the track contract.

S0 | called the first chapler
meeting, via Lap Times, for
February 100 More members
than | had counted on showed
up. The bit about the AMA and
Trippe-Cox [ mentioned in the
newileiter must have worked.

There were several points of
order 1 wished 1o discuss, T first
talked about (3) Jim Manning
had left, and things didn’t
appear 1o be very solid. (b) The
AFM had, indeed, heoked up, so
to gay, with AMA. | outlined the
benefits, and hoped the general
membership would agree, be-
cause in’ reality, the agreement
rested on the final votes of
everybody in that room plus
5.F.s vote, | told myself if they
voled it down, | wouldn't run
for president, The nsk was too
great. {c) Cleghom had stepped
down, and Trippe-Cox would
promote our races, al which
there, were many  loose and
generally poor commienis passed
around the room. That didn’t
surprise mwe, then | gave my
rexsons for why weshould go
with T-C, again, emphasizing the
financial bencfits. {(d) That the
first race was scheduled, if all of
the above did come through, for
April. de) A general  chapier
election must take place, to fill
all offices,

I supgested we begin at the
top, and opened nominations for
president. My name was tossed
in the ring, then | waited for
others. There were no others, so
by wirtue of no competition, |
began my first and only term as
chapter president.

Dave Roesch, a  sidehack
rider, was clected V. Pres., owing
mesl of his voles (o the sidecar
lobby present. Brad Grote served
as ireasurer, and | pased on to
him the 3$%0-plus, and my
blessing, Gretchen Walti became
our  secretary,  Her  hushand,

Fred, and his close friend, Bob
Crogman and girfriend {now
wile) Minnette, all pitched in o
help. All of these people, and
myself, began preparing for the
first race and the season.

The chapter kitty was antied
up with membership dues. AFM
Mational pot a certain portion,
we ol the rest, To maintain the
money we had, which reached
about 5500 by the time [ lefi
office, we charged everything we
could to Trippe-Cox — station-
ary, Lap Times printing, office
equipment, new  flags, ftum
worker lunches — everything.

T-C didn't want Lo promaste
races up norih, and it seemed o
me they were trying to split the
AFM o iwo separaie clubs.
The late Jerry Gordon, whio was
scling a8 Mational Chaimman,
kept in close touch with us, and
tried to  keep 3 mutual
relationship among both chap-
ters. He too kept a low profile,
but we both knew that we had
to keep OCIR open al lexst once
a month in order to mainiain the
AFM. 1 think the north chapter
staged one race at Yacaville thar
spring. Il was 3 non-points evenl,
and a dismal failure, much to
Gavir's delight.

The AFM had to act fasi, to
stimulate north-south relstions, |
felt the best thing o do was 1o
promole a money race. | talked
it ower with T-C, and they didn’t
seem oo excited about sinking
more money o the organiza-
tion. Mot that | could blame
them.

5o | sugpested a sponsor for a
race.“They said who?, followed
by a long song-and-dance that
the AMA rules, which we were
poverned by, required 52600 (1
think that was the exact figure)
be posted for any professional
event for junior and novice
riders. Aha! That was why they
were so ntent on hooking up
with the AMA, so they were
almixst a sure bet to promode all
AFM races under their name.

We didn't give up there. | had
a friend that worked lor a public
relationz firm who had several
clients looking for something
different to sink thelr money
e, Why nol molorcyce
racing, | sugpested? Great idea,
Gregg  thought, then wenl fo
work on the several clients,
certain that one would support
his mew whim.

One did; Tastee Freeze. This
chain of ice cream oullels was in
the process of changing their
name and logo to just plain
Tasice, and wanted to reacl the
youlh market at the same time. |
gave them my price, and waited
for an answer. They didn't
Minch, and said, “Let’s go!™ The
Tastee Grand Prix was set for
mid-July of 1972,

This caught T-C off puard,
and also won their respect, plus
that of the entire AFM
membership, In less than four

monihs  we  had  raised the
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treasury  five-fold  and a1t the
same time increased gate receipis
al each event throughour the
spring. When the May rmace
showed over 125 entries, we
were ecslatic! As | recall, Ron
Pierce won the main event at the
Tastee Grand Prix.

| was especially pleased with
the way things had tumed out
for us that spring. We reached
our goals, and managed to win
the blessing and support of the
San Francisco and Sacramento
chapters, plus AFM  MNational.
Knowing this | made my first
mistake of the year: | put a
down payment on a formula car.
That’s another story, but [ began
making plans to resign from my
office, al which Dave Roesch
wiptild assume controd, with a
new vice-president elected.

I dropped out of sight for the
next iwo years, and hecame a
starving auto racer. During this
time  Brian Duran and  Dick

Lewis helped carry the chapier
into an even mose forcelul role,
while Hill Ralston and others did
their share up nonh. The AFM
owes these men quite a lot. They
have formulated o standard of
rules  and  procedures  for
incoming officers of the club,
allowing the business of racing
to continue without having to
wiasle precious time organizing o
program. 1972 was a pivotal
year, in which the club geban its
iransformation  inlo a sound,
unificd body, Membership has
doubled, and we pow race on
three of the best road courses in
America. And what s most
important & we do not have 1o
tely on outside aid 10 suppon
the club. And that, more than
anything, is the major difference
between AFM 1978 and AFM
1972,

Mext  installment: 1973 1o

presenl.
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‘Part 5 - The Years of Growth: 1973-Present

Things did not look too rosy
for the AFM at the end of the
1972 season. Cooperation be-
tween the two halves of the state
was perhaps at its lowest point,
and there was the distinct possi-
bility ' that there would be no
racing in Northern California at
all in 1973! The two tracks that
had been the mainstay of AFM
racing in N. Cal were gone.-The
airport track at Cotati was being
torn up to make way for a hous-
ing development and Vacaville
Raceway had deteriorated to a
point where it was no longer
safe. The pavement was so bad
that the chapter had to put warn-
ing cones in the middle of the
track to mark the location of
the worst potholes. The Sacra-
mento Chapter was even offer-
ing a cash award to anyone who
could find a location suitable for
a roadrace course.

Things were definitely better
in the Los Angeles area with the
availability - of Orange County
Raceway, but there was stiff
competition from two other ama-
teur roadrace clubs, the ACA
and CMC. The only bright spot
in late 1972 was the running of
an exhibition race at Ontario

Motor Speedway during theweek"

end of the USAC Ontario 500,
witnessed by 1_77,000 people.

Early in 1973 two things hap-
pened to boost the sagging spir-
its of AFMers. The most impor-
tant was the re-op :ning of Sears
Point Raceway in. Sonoma, giv-
ing the S.F. and Sacramento
Chapters a place to race. When
the track was built in 1969 the
owners had a vision of Sears be-
coming some sort of Daytona-
West and weren’t interested in
talking to clubs as small as the
AFM. The vision went bust and
the track lay idle during the
years 1970-1972. Thankfully,
the new owners in 1973 had
“lowered expectations” and
were happy to negotiate race
dates with both chapters. Several
events were.run at Sears in 1973,
including a 250-mile Production
endurance race.

Another big plus for the AFM
was the first AFM race at On-
tario Motor Speedway held on
Jan. 20-21 of 1973. The pre-
vious year’s exhibition race had
left a favorable impression and
the L.A. Chapter was able to
schedule a few races at OMS, a

track that was definitely a step

above the Orange County course.

Also in-1973 the Lap Times,
at the urging of Dain Gingerelli
and under the editorship of Bob
Crossman, went from being a
L.A. Chapter newsletter to a
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AMA members before they
could race. Since AMA member-
ships expired at any time during
the year and AFM memberships
were good to the end of the year
riders had to show both cards at
every race.

The 1974 schedule looked
much like it does today. The
L.A. Chapter ran 10 races at
Ontario and Riverside, including
the very first running of the On-
tario Endurance race onMay 11-
12. The inaugural of this event
was a 300-miler for Production
bikes only. Orange County Race-
way was off the AFM schedule.
With the club receiving firm
commitments from Ontario and
Riverside there was little rider
interest in continuing to run at
Orange County. The S.F. and
Sacto Chapters had scheduled
eight events at Sears Point, drop-
ping the 250-miler from the
itinerary. ]

The 74 schedule did include
one event that is missing these
days. On Sept. .15 the S.F.
Chapter ran the one-and-only
AFM race at Laguna Seca. The
Chapter had gotten into Laguna
much the same way the L.A.
Chapter had broken in at On-
tario. Early in the year the Chap-
ter staged an exhibition race dur-
ing the lunch break of the Oly

Sprints, a popular sports car
event. The bikes made a good
impression on the crowd and the
bike-only race date was nego-
tiated. The lure of the famous
Menterey track drew just over
200 entries, a big success in
those days. There were hopes for
an annual AFM event at the pic-
turesque track, but the changing
ownership (from U.S. Army to
Monterey County) and noise
complaints made negotiations
difficult and the chapter gave up.

In the political area there
was one major event in 1974
that significantly affected the
make-up of the club — the char-
ter of the Sacramento chapter
was pulled. The chapter was in-
formed that it no longer existed
and all Sacramento chapter
members were now members of
the S.F. Chapter. The official
reasons for such a drastic move
included charges of fiscal mis-
management, non-cooperation
with AFM, Inc., and unsafe race-
day organization. As usual in a
case like this the official reasons
only cover part of the story —
the other part is political.
(Editorializing starts here.) The
Sacto chapter was small, only
one quarter the size of the S.F.
Chapter. The L.A. members
wanted to combine the two

state-wide publication mailed to-
all members. For the first time
in many years the AFM mem-
bers could feel that they were
part of a statewide organization.

On May 20th of 1973 the
L.A. Chapter staged its first race
at Riverside Raceway, giving the
club three tracks in the L.A. area
and one track near San Fran-
cisco. The S.F. Chapter was also
negotiating with Laguna Seca, al-

though nothing came of this in
1973.

On the political front things
were improving, but there were
still problems. The structure of
AFM, Inc. (“National™) at that
time included only one voting
member for each chapter, the
chapters being L.A., S.F. and
Sacramento. This arrangement
gave the two northern chapters
two-thirds of the vote even

g ik

though the L.A. Chapter had
more members than the S.F. and
Sacto chapters put together,
which caused some bad feelings.
The club was affiliated with the
AMA, and received a pretty
good deal on race insurance out
of the association, although it
made licensing and registration
difficult — the chapters had to
verify that riders were bona-fide

The AEM’s first race at Ontario Speedway was on a cold day in January in 1973,
Notice how bundied up the course worker is. When this photo was taken the garages
apparently were not yet build. The banking of furn one is in the background, and the
tower in the right of the photo no longer exists. .

northern chapters to reduce the
“northern vote bloc” from two
to one. The S.F. Chapter officials
wanted Sacto out because the
two chapters had agreed to run
all Sears Point events jointly in
1974, but there developed a dif-
ference of opinion as to how
races should be run. (End of edi-
torializing.)

Regardless of the why or
how, .the fact is that the Sactra-
mento Chapter, part of the AFM
since 1964, was declared inoper-
ative. This action left the AFM,
Inc. with only two voting mem-
bers, not a very stable condition.
The AFM By-Laws were re-
written  for 1975, largely
through the efforts of Dick Lew-

is. The new structure allowed -

for two voting directors elected
from each chapter and - three
members elected from the mem-
bership at large. giving a total of
seven directors.

The ousting of the Sacra-

mento Chapter and the rewriting
of the by-laws was the last major
reshaping of the AFM. Since
1975 the club has been com-
posed of the Northern Chapter
(renamed from the San Fran-
cisco chapter) and the LosAnge ©
les Chapter operating under
the umbrella of the AFM, Inc.
Board of Directors, which is
made up of members from both
groups.

That’s not to say that there
haven’t been changes in the last
four years. There’s been plenty

of change. it’s just been of a
more gradual kind.
At the end of 1975 the club

. decided to terminate its affilia-

tion with the AMA. The AFM

.would remain a AMA Charter

club but would no longer run
AMA sanctioned races. The un-
derwriter of the AMA’s nice
insurance package had decided
not to renew in 1975, meaning
the AFM had to buy its own
coverage for the riders. Aside
from the insurance, there was
very little tangible benefit. to
having the AFM events sanc-
tioned by the AMA and it was
decided that it wasn’teworth the
hassle of enforcing the dual
membership. = !

One of the important changes
during this period has been the
evolution of the AFM’s class
structure. In 1973 there were
only 15 officially supported
classes, nine in Grand Prix (50cc,
125cc.  200cc, 250cc, 350cc,
500cc, Open and Sidecar) and
six in Production (125¢c, 200cc,
250ce. 350cc. 500cc-and Open).
Occasionally there would be a
Thumper race (for single cylin-
der bikes) or a Superstreet event,
but these were optional races
put on by the sponsoring chap-
ter. During the last five years the
following changes have taken
place (not necessarily in this or-
der): 100cc G.P. was added as an
official class; the Open Produc-
tion class was split into -two
classes, 750cc and Open Produc-

tion; the Superstreet class was
made an official class and split
into two divisions (600cc and
Open); the 350cc and 500cc G.P.
classes were combined into a
single class; the 350cc and 500cc
Production classes were changed
to 410cc and 550cc respectively:
and most recently three Box
Stock classes (410cc. 675¢cc,
Open) were added to the official
list. There are now 20 officially
supported classes. with enough
variety to have a spot for just
about any motorcycle,

The other significant change
from 1973 to present has been
the steady growth of the' AFM.
The club’s membership has
nearly doubled. going from
around 600 in" 1973 to around
1100 this <year. Race entries
have gone up accordingly. In
1974 the record entry was just
over 200: today the record is a
hair shy of 400. That’s 400 en-
tries in a one-day event!

The AFM has grown from a
few dozen members in 1954 to
become the largest amateur
roadracing group in the country.,
The club has certainly had its
ups and downs in the 24 years
since its birth. but right now
it’s on an up. The club is prob-
ably in the best position it’s
ever been, with the largest mem-
bership, the best tracks and the
most stable financial condition
since the beginning. It’s all been
done by lots of hard work by
many people through the years.
May it just keep getting better!
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